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DETAILED ACTION 

Oath/Declaration 

Acknowledgement is made of applicant's Oath/Declaration meets standard 
required by 35 U.S.C 25 & 115. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 3/21/05 is 
acknowledged. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 & 
1.98. Accordingly, the examiner has considered the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-13, 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Acres et al. (US Patent 6,257,981). 

Claims 1 , 9: Acres teaches of a system configured to offer a wagering event to a 
player comprising a multiple gaming terminals, wherein each terminal contains a display 
to display wagering event information to the players (figure 1 , wherein multiple wagering 
terminals with display for displaying wagering information are disclosed). Acres also 
teaches each wagering terminal having a player interface to receive input from the 
players (col. 3: 49-5, figure 1, wherein all the terminals contain a handle bar to receive 
player input), and a monetary/card interface to accept wager (figure 1 discloses card 
input for player tracking cards and all gaming terminal must definitely have a monetary 
input in order to activate the wagering terminal, i.e. a monetary input could be coin 
input, cash input, credit card input etc.) Acres discloses floor controls that contains a 
memory to store machine readable game codes and a processor to execute said codes 
to offer special games and bonuses related to the games to plurality of terminals (col. 7: 
7-35). 

Claims 2-3: Acres teaches the invention substantially as claimed, however fails 
to disclose flat panel touch display configured as player interface. However touch 
screen displays are notoriously well known in the art and would have been obvious for 
one with ordinary skill in the art to implement touch screen for display to make the 
machine more cost efficient since by changing the game of the machine everything 
related to the game will change including the touch screen which could be the player 
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input, rather than having conventional input, which is hardwired to the machine, and 
would require a lot more work to replace. 

Claims 4-6, 8, 12-13, 16: Acres discloses floor controls that contains a memory 
to store machine readable game codes and a processor to execute said codes to offer 
special games and bonuses related to the games to plurality of terminals (col. 7: 7-35), 
which are remote from the gaming terminals (figure 1, 18 & 28), and are in 
communications with the gaming terminals via network (figure 1 , 38), or any other form 
of communications, such as Ethernet connection, serial bus connection etc. (col. 8: 65, 
col. 9: 50, col. 2: 60-67). 

Claims 7, 1 5 & 1 9: Acres discloses floor controls (control module) that contains 
a memory to store machine readable game codes and a processor to execute said 
codes to offer special games and bonuses related to the games to plurality of terminals 
(col. 7: 7-35), and multiple gaming terminals to concurrently present wagering event to 
multiple players (figure 1, wherein multiple wagering terminals with display for displaying 
wagering information are disclosed). Acres teaches of having communication interface 
connected to the control module to send data to and receive data from the plurality of 
gaming terminals (figure 1, 18, 28 & 38, col. 6: A & 8: B and related description thereof). 

Claims 10-11: Acres teaches of gaming terminals wherein control module 
comprises a processor, a memory and additional expansion ports which could be used 
for video adapter as well as audio adapter (figure 2, col. 11:3). 
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Claims 17 & 20: Acres teaches of a single controller controlling multiple 
wagering games (figure 1 , 28), wherein the processor is capable to presenting the 
multiple wagering gaming event at the same time. 

Claim 18: Acres teaches wherein the control module could be a personal 
computer (figure 1, 28 and 32, col. 8: 27-38) and each gaming terminal comprises a 
display and a player interface (see figure 1, 22, 24). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Acres et 
al. as applied to claims 1-13 and 15-20 above, and further in view of Stepan et al. (US 
Patent 4,621,814). 

Claim 14: Acres teaches the invention substantially as claimed however, Acres 
fails to teach of having multiple gaming terminals within the same housing. Stepan 
teaches of an amusement device housing that allows multiple gaming devices to be 
placed in the same housing (see figure 1 and abstract). It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Acres to 
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allow multiple gaming device to be placed in the same housing to reduce space being 
occupied by the multiple gaming machines. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached Notice of References cited page. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert OLSZEWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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